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abstract: I) The first half of the 18th centuryThe important
essay by John Locke Essay concerning human understanding
(1690) made an exceptionally high impact in the 18th century.
His rejection of Descartes innate ideas constituted the basis for
the discussion about abilities and rights of women in the 18th
century. A.R. Humphreys noted: Throughout the century a
skirmish went on between conservatives who argued forthe
grand principle of subordination and progressives, who,
guided by the clearlight of reason, contended for woman s
rational and social equality. 1The married woman was
considered to have neither rights nor property due to the fact
that with the marriage all her property exchanged
automatically to her husband. The ideal of marriage in the
18th century is described by W.L. Blease: the ideal of marriage
had been brought to its lowest...
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