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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from History of Texas, Vol. 4: Fort Worth and the Texas
Northwest Edition J. A. Douglas Smith. A highly successful oil operator and a pioneer in the oil development of
Wichita County. J. A. Douglas Smith, of Burkhurnett, has never been a soft-handed, white-collar man, but grew
up inured to the work and hardships of the cattle range, and acquired initiative, self-reliance and
resourcefulness in a business even more uncertain and requiring fully as much nerve as operating for oil. He
was born in Wise County. Texas, in 1870. At that time Wise County was well out toward the frontier and the fear
of Indian incursion had not yet subsided. His parents, B. M. and Margaret (Shinn ) Smith, now deceased, were
early settlers in Texas. His father was a native of Mississippi and served with a regiment from that state
throughout the four years of the Confederate war. In January, 1870, he brought his family to Texas and settled
in the Pleasant Valley section of Wise County, about two miles from old Bridgeport and about twelve miles from
the county seat of Decatur. He was a farmer and cattleman and also a school teacher. In 1881 he taught the
first school in Pleasant Valley, the schoolhouse being a log structure. He was a genuinely good man and upright
citizen, and impressed his sturdy character on that pioneer community. While B. M. Smith was deeply interested
in the education of his own children and those of the community, the conditions of the frontier also made it
necessary that every member of the family as soon as possible should contribute some useful form of labor.
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