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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Middlebury College: A Baccalaureate Discourse,
Delivered at Middlebury, Vermont The prophet as watchman is supposed to understand the origin, the
magnitude and probable duration of these calamities, and therefore a voice, doubtless representing many
voices, calls to him and inquires, What of the night? and in the earnestness of desire to know the truth, and to
know it speedily, the question is repeated, What of the night? Has midnight passed? Is the morning light
approaching? Relieved of metaphor, the questioner asks, Are there severer calamities yet to come? or may we
hope soon to enjoy a period of repose and prosperity? To their great joy and delight, the watchman replies -
The morning cometh. Trials are passed, peace and prosperity are at hand. The ancient people of God, through
the whole period of their national history, were subject oHen to trials and aIlictions. These were frowns of
Providence, designed sometimes as punishments for failures in duty, sometimes as trials of faith, and oHen as
discipline of character. Such experience is not peculiar to the Israelites, it is the common lot of humanity. There
is no good accomplished by man without exertion, and human activity is ever liable to disappointment. From
the training of the infant mind to the conversion of a world, there is work to be done, obstacles to encounter,
trials to endure. When, therefore, in our work of life, disappointments, even fiery trials come upon us, we must
not think that some strange thing has happened to us; it is only a part of that moral discipline which is allotted
to all, and is needed by all in this probationary state. Institutions and...
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