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activity, while the spirit which animates and supports them is a spirit of anxiety, doubt, fear, hope, joy,
exultation, and triumph - in the heart of the young a fierce passion - in the heart of the old a passion still, but
subdued and tamed down, without, however, being much dulled or deadened, by various experience of all the
mysteries of the calling, and by the gradual subsiding of all impetuous impulses in the frames of all mortal men
beyond perhaps threescore, when the blackest head will be becoming gray, the most nervous knee less firmly
knit, the most steely-springed instep less elastic, the keenest eye less of a far-keeker, and, above all, the most
boiling heart less like a caldron or a crater - yea, the whole man subject to some dimness or decay, and,
consequently, the whole duty of man like the new edition of a book, from which many passages that formed the
chief glory of the editio princeps have been expunged - the whole character of the style corrected without being
thereby improved - just like the...
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