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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 edition. Excerpt: . princes not lay an imposition without assent of Parliament,
unless such was then known to be an unlawful course; though on the other hand they always declared war of
their own discretion, and raised or debased the standard of currency by the same?1 Concerning the action of
English kings in this matter, some, as Edward II. in the year, and Edward III. in the first and twenty-fourth years
of his reign, I stooped to accept a loan from the merchants, binding themselves to repay it, showing thus that
they disclaimed the right to impose. Even Edward III., though driven to pawn his Crown jewels (as in his
seventeenth year), made no such claim. Another king, namely, Edward I., Hakewill here purposely mistakes the
contention of the Crown side, which related only to the expediency of continuing the policy of 31 Hen. VI., and 7
Hen. VII., c. 12. 1 The answer to this query is obviously that even the most despotic monarchs preferred to raise
supplies in the easiest way available. In the present case Hakewill carefully omits the fact that Edward was
abroad at the time mentioned, hard pressed for immediate advances of money for the pay of his troops, and
had already found the advantage of relying on Parliamentary supply since the previous year. As for his
submission to the Commons, anyone may read for himself in the Rolls of Parliament how the King rated his
dilatory advisers, and finally took...
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